








Milken Institute’s Public Health Summit

In early March 2016, Foundation Executive Director Brian S. Bailey attended the first-
ever Public Health Summit sponsored by the Milken Institute. This invitation-only event
saw the leaders of the National Institutes of Health, the Food and Drug Administration
' | and the Centers for Disease Control on the same stage together. It was an extraordinary

MILKEN INSTITUTE

grouping. But just as extraordinary was the convening at the Summit of decision-
makers in diverse sectors that address public health from different perspectives:
colleges and schools of public health; consumer product companies; diplomatic
corps; disease research organizations; employers; expense management and
behavioral health companies; government officials — Congress and the administration;
J health insurers; health providers (clinicians, hospitals, and health commissioners); NGOs and international
agencies; pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies; philanthropists and foundations; and retailers.

PUBLIC HEALTH
SUMMIT

“Our Public Health Summit continues work that the Milken Institute has
done for decades on the impact of advances in medical research and
public health, both to improve lives and foster prosperity,” says Institute
CEO Michael Klowden. “Our focus on public health is driven by the fact

v that the U.S. spends roughly 90 cents of every health dollar on treatment,
Y and only a dime on prevention and research. While discovering cures is
" a major scientific achievement, it's even more effective to prevent disease

o in the first place.”

In all its events and programs around the world, the Milken Institute seeks to encourage collaboration and
coordination among such wide-ranging groups. And when it comes to public health, we believe the schools
of public health should be at the center of the dialogue. By encouraging S -
that interaction, the Milken Institute Center for Public Health is helping | :
bring to population-level health the same focus that has allowed medical
research to extend and enhance lives of individuals so remarkably over the
last century. The Milken Institute’s goal is to advance life-saving public
health efforts worldwide by creating a more unified consensus among
public and private institutions so they can deploy their resources most
effectively. The Summit reaffirmed this commitment to protecting and
preserving health for all citizens. Mr. Bailey was honored to be able to join
some of the most influential domestic health policy decision makers for this

Mr. Bailey (left) pictured with Francis S.

event. You can view the entire Summit program and videos at Collins, MD, PhD, Director of the National
www.publichealthsummit.org.e.« Institutes of Health at the summit.
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You’re Invited to Celebrate AHRF’s 60" Anniversary

You're Invited to a Cocktails and Hors D’oeuvres Reception on Thursday, September 22" from 5:30 to 8:30
PM CDT with remarks at 7:00 PM recognizing the 60th Anniversary of the founding
5 of the American Hearing Research Foundation. This event will be at the
C International Museum of Surgical Science,1524 N. Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL

) 60601.

Please RSVP by Friday, September 16" online at
www.American-Hearing.org/60th-Anniversary-
Reception, via e-mail at RSVP@American-
Hearing.org or by telephone at (630) 617-5079.
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Bailey Named Foundation Executive Director

At its May 18, 2016 meeting, the Foundation’s Board of Directors unanimously voted to appoint Brian S. Bailey as the
Executive Director of the American Hearing Research Foundation.

Mr. Bailey is an account executive with Apex Management & Special Events, Inc., a boutique
association management firm based in Elmhurst, IL. He joined Apex with significant experience
in association management, contract management, services marketing, strategic messaging and
planning. A public policy and public affairs professional, his expertise extends to state and federal
government relations including direct and indirect lobbying and policy analysis with a specific
focus on healthcare policy. An adept coalition builder, he promotes excellent client/stakeholder
relations and has regularly advised elected officials, corporate executives, and professional
trade association and society leadership. Mr. Bailey comes to the American Hearing Research
Foundation having been previously employed in positions of increasing responsibility, from working
for a contractual state lobbying firm, staffing a highly visible congressional campaign, to leading
state and regional efforts of a major national subspecialty medical association and managing its PAC, as well as
heading a state-based nonprofit professional trade association. He has an extensive background in event planning and
execution across the medical, scientific, and energy communities. A native Marylander, he earned his undergraduate
degree from the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).

Bailey remarked, “I look forward to continuing to work with the Board of Directors, particularly Chairman Muench and
Treasurer Knight, as we further the work of the Foundation by funding research to eventually cure hearing loss — a

disorder affecting 20% of Americans. | am honored by their confidence in my abilities.”

Brian can be reached directly at Brian@American-Hearing.org and/or (630) 617-5079. -

Board of Directors

Richard G. Muench
Chairman
Alan G. Micco, MD
President

Mark R. Muench

Vice President

Daniel J. Knight, MBA
Treasurer

Lawrence A. Hable
Secretary

Marvin T. Keeling
David A. Klodd, PhD
William L. Lederer
Anna Lysakowski, PhD
Kathryn L. Mertz, JD

Enrico J. Mirabelli, Esq.

Dennis M. Moore, MD
John W. Muldoon
David J. Wuertz, CFA

Sign-up for the Foundation’s listserv by e-mailing
Info@American-Hearing.org

National Honorary Board
Barbara L. Chertok

Kenneth L. Means

Robert M. Meyers, MD

Dan B. Sedgwick

David Shambaugh, PhD
George E. Shambaugh, lll, MD
P. Ashley Wackym, MD

Research Committee

Alan G. Micco, MD

Chairman

Sumit Dhar, PhD

Jill B. Firszt, PhD

David A. Klodd, PhD

Nina Kraus, PhD

Anna Lysakowski, PhD
Christina Runge, PhD, CCC-A
Katherine Shim, PhD

www.american-hearing.org

Contact Information
Brian S. Bailey
Executive Director

Phone: (630) 617-5079
Fax: (630) 563-9181
E-mail: Info@American-Hearing.org

www.American-Hearing.org

A non-profit foundation dedicated
to scientific research, and the
preventive care and cure of
deafness.




American Hearing Research Foundation Donors
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Giving to the General Fund

Contributions to the AHRF’s Annual Giving
Campaign support the Foundation’s general
fund which underwrites research grants
and special projects. General funds sustain
the core programs that are central to the
Foundation’s mission. Donations to the Annual
Giving Campaign can also be restricted to
use for research into certain areas such as
Meniere’s disease. Gifts are accepted online
at the Foundation’s website and by mail. There
are several levels from which to choose:

e (Chairman’s Circle - $5,000 and above
e Research Champion - $1,000 to $4,999
e Research Supporter - $100 to $999

e Friends of the Foundation - $99 or under

*These designations are based on the 2016 calendar year.

The Foundation also appreciates the support of the following organizations:
Indiana State Employees’ Community Campaign

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
Lottie Drazin Revocable Trust

Network for Good

run because

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign

Bank of America United Way Campaign
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Cardinal Health Foundation

Community Health Charities

Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised Fund

Have you liked the Foundation on Facebook?

Are you following the Foundation on Twitter? g @HearingResearch
n www.Facebook.com/HearingResearch
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2016 Research Grant Recipients

The American Hearing Research Foundation (AHRF), a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization,
awarded eight (8) grants totaling $201,000 for FY16, its 60th anniversary.

(Dr. Anderson (center) is flanked by Arielle
Abrams (left), an undergraduate student,
and Calli Fodor (right), a graduate Doctor of
Audiology student.)

Samira B. Anderson, AuD, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Hearing
& Speech Sciences
University of Maryland

Grant: $20,000

“Effects of Aging, Hearing Loss,
and Hearing Aid Compression

Settings on Midbrain Processing of

Temporal Speech Contrasts”

Dr. Anderson is an Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Hearing & Speech Sciences
at the University of Maryland.
After practicing as a clinical
audiologist for 26 years, she
decided to pursue a PhD degree
in  Auditory Neuroscience at
Northwestern University to better
understand the hearing difficulties
experienced by her patients. She
obtained her PhD in December
2012 and joined the faculty at
the University of Maryland in
January 2013. Dr. Anderson’s
research focuses on the effects
of development, aging, and
hearing loss on central auditory
processing and neuroplasticity,
using electrophysiology as her
primary assessment tool.

Justin E. Aronoff, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Speech
& Hearing Science

University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

Grant: $40,000

“The Importance of Coordination

for Binaural Cochlear Implant
Processors”

Dr. Aronoff is an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Speech &
Hearing Science at the University
of lllinois  Urbana-Champaign.
His research focuses on cochlear
implants, with particular interest
in bilateral implantation. His work
examines how information s
combined across the ears and how
to divide information between two
ears for optimal cochlear implant
performance. He developed special
software that enables him to create
custom processors for cochlear
implants, and co-developed a
new test to assess whether the
processors increase  spectral
resolution, a key requirement for
improving the ability to understand
speech in noisy environments. He
earned his PhD in Neuroscience
from the University of Southern
California in 2007.

www.american-hearing.org

A
John P. Carey, MD
Chief, Division of Otology, Neurotology
& Skull Base Surgery
Professor, Department of
Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery
John Hopkins School of Medicine

Grant: $20,000

“Investigation of Salivary
Calcitonin Gene-Related Peptide
(CGRP) in Vestibular Migraine”

Dr. Carey is a Professor and Director of
the Division of Otology, Neurotology,
and Skull Base Surgery in the
Department of Otolaryngology-Head
& Neck Surgery at Johns Hopkins
Medicine. He specializes in the
health and diseases of the inner ear
that affect both balance and hearing
mechanisms. As a clinician, Dr. Carey
is a national expert in superior canal
dehiscence syndrome, Meniere’s
disease, vestibular migraine, and other
causes of vertigo. As a researcher, his
interests include the normal vestibular
reflexes and how they change with
age, the ototoxic effects of gentamicin,
the use of intratympanic steroids for
Meniére’s disease, the diagnostic
utility of vestibular evoked myogenic
potential testing, and the mechanisms
of vestibular migraine. He has
authored or co-authored over 120
peer-reviewed publications, 10 book
chapters, and three invited reviews.
He earned his medical degree from
Washington  University School  of
Medicine and completed residencies
in general surgery and otolaryngology
at Virginia Mason Medical Center
and  University of  Washington
Medical Center, respectively, and
an otolaryngology fellowship with the
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.




2016 Grant Recipients Continued

Lina A.J. Reiss, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Otolaryngology -
Head & Neck Surgery
Oregon Health & Science University

Grant: $20,000

“Role of Lateral Wall Changes
in Hearing Loss After Cochlear
Implantation”

Dr. Reiss has been an Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Otolaryngology-Head &  Neck
Surgery at Oregon Health &
Science University ~ (OHSU)
since 2010. She also holds

a joint appointment in the
Department of Biomedical
Engineering. Previously, Reiss

was a postdoctoral scholar at
the University of lowa where she
conducted research in the Hybrid
cochlear implant clinical trials.
Reiss earned her doctorate in
Biomedical Engineering with a
focus on neurophsuoly of sound
localization circuits in the auditory
brainstem from Johns Hopkins
University in 2005. Her current
research focuses on improving
cochlear implant outcomes using
both animal models and studies of
human auditory perception.

Sarah E. Ross, Ph
Assistant Professor
Department of Neurobiology
University of Pittsburgh

Grant: $40,000

“Molecular Genetic Approaches
to Understand the Ontogeny of
the Dorsal Cochlear Nucleus”

Dr. Ross is an Assistant Professor of
Neurobiology and Anesthesiology
at the University of Pittsburgh. She
earned her PhD from the University
of Michigan and completed
her post-doctoral fellowship at
Harvard Medical School. She has
a strong background in molecular
genetic approaches to understand
sensory integration and has
recently become very interested
in the integration of sound. The
Ross Lab at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center uses
electrophysiological, optogenetic
and behavioral approaches to
understand the neural circuits that
underlie sensory integration and
has made substantial progress
investigating the role of Bhlhb5
in the development of the dorsal
cochlear nucleus.
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(Dr. Skoe (right) is joined by her fellow
investigators Christine Hare (left) and
Jennifer Tufts (center)

Erika Skoe, PhD
Assistant Professor
Department of Speech, Language
& Hearing Sciences
Psychology Department Affiliate
Cognitive Science Program Affiliate
University of Connecticut

Grant: $20,000

“Neurophysiological Indices
of Hidden Hearing Loss in
Musician”

Dr. Skoe is an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Speech,
Language & Hearing Sciences at
the University of Connecticut. She is
a faculty affiliate of the Department
of  Psychological Sciences, the
Cognitive Science Program, and the
newly formed Connecticut Institute
for Brain and Cognitive Science.
She received a BA in German and
linguistics from the University of
Wisconsin, an MA in linguistics from
the University of Wisconsin, and a

PhD in Communication Sciences
and Disorders from Northwestern
University. Dr. Skoe's research

examines how the brain encodes
sound and how this encoding process
evolves throughout the lifespan in
response to sensory deprivation and
enrichment. She has been studying the
benefits of music instruction on central
auditory function for nearly a decade
and her research in this area has been
published in Nature Neuroscience,
the Journal of Neuroscience, and the
Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, among others.




2016 Grant Recipients Continued

Virginia A. Smith-Bronstein, MD
3rd Year Resident
Department of Otolaryngology — Head & Neck Surgery
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

Grant: $1,000

“Protective Benefits of Fluvastatin on Noise
Induced Hearing Loss in Guinea Pigs and Mice”

Dr. Smith-Bronstein Virginia grew up in Seattle, WA
taking advantage of the mountains to go hiking, skiing
and camping as a young kid with her brother and
sister. She was inspired at a young age to consider
going into the field of medicine given her father’s love
of being an emergency medicine physician. Given her
independent spirit, she decided to make the jump to
the East Coast for college and attended Swarthmore
College. With a major in Biology and a minor in French
Language, she was able to spend four months of her
junior year attending the Universite de Grenoble while
living with a French family. Following graduation
from college, she moved to Boston to work as a
research assistant in a lab in Harvard’s Department
of Stem Cell and Regenerative Biology. After several
years of studying murine pulmonary development
and tracheal epithelial regeneration she began
medical school at University of Southern California’s
(USC) Keck School of Medicine. During her third year
of residency she joined an ongoing research project
in a Northwestern University otolaryngology. It was
there that she started working on noise induced
hearing loss in guinea pigs and mice and specific
medications to protect against the damage.

Jing Zheng, PhD

Associate Professor
Department of Otolaryngology — Head & Neck Surgery
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

Grant: $40,000

“The Impact of Outer Hair Cells
on Efferent Synaptogenesis”

Dr. Zheng is an Associate Professor in the Department
of Otolaryngology — Head & Neck Surgery and a Fellow
of the Hugh Knowles Hearing Center at Northwestern
University’'s Feinberg School of Medicine. She has
many years of experience in conducting research in
molecular biology and proteomics especially research
pertained to prestin. Her lab discovered prestin (Zheng
et al., Nature, 2000) and have been studying it since
then as evident by peer-reviewed papers published
under projects | administered. The proposed works are
based on preliminary data collected in the lab. In the
proposal, the lab will focus on investigating prestin’s
active roles in nerve innervation. Furthermore, she and
her colleagues are part of a larger research institution
that is devoted to biomedical research. The core
facilities in Northwestern University provide essential
services including new generation RNA sequencing,
proteomics service, biological imaging, structural
biology, and transgenic and targeted mutagenesis
services. In summary, the research environment is
highly conducive to the successful completion of this
investigation because of complementary experience
and expertise of the team. Dr. Zheng earned her PhD
in Physiology from Michigan State University in East
Lansing, Ml in 1992.

The Foundation looks forward to publishing status updates in the Soundings newsletter
on the research being conducted by current and former grant recipients.
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